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1. From 2004 — The Current Inhabitants

Below is a small part of an email from Ben and Jo McGuire, the current residents:

Ben and | moved to The Laurels in 2004 after purchasing the house from Chris
Gowing, so we've been here for several years. Looking into the history of the
house has been something we've wanted to do for a while but time always
seems to be in short supply.

They shared information they knew about The Laurels, including pine wood panelling in the
house and of a photocard of an elderly gentleman.

2. Gowings to the McGuires

From the end of the 1920s, if not before, until the beginning of the 21 century The Laurels
was owned by the Gowing family, the earliest being William and Hilda from the memory of
a living village inhabitant. After their death, the occupancy continued with their children
Michael, Christopher and his wife Liz until 1989. Sadly Michael died in 1989, Christopher
and Liz Gowing separated and Christopher lived sometimes at The Laurels and sometimes
elsewhere. He still owned it until 2003/4, when the premises were sold to the McGuire
family.

3. 1897-1931

Please note that this section refers to the information in 15. Appendix 1: Electoral Register
entries for 1897 to 1931.

With the lack of information on addresses withing Census Returns, one place to find out
who was living where was to look at Electoral Registers which often listed property
addresses. Just looking at the surnames corresponding to Register entries where it gives
the address as The Laurels, it is possible to see who was living there at the time.

NB: with the information on the Burgess deaths being noted as at The Laurels, this surname
has been included.

From the available Registers it can be seen that the inhabitants, with approximate years,
are:

Burgess — from 1898 to 1907

Andrews — from 1909 to 1921

Neal — 1921 to 1925

Gowing — 1925 to 2004 on sale of property to the McGuire family
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4. The National Census Returns

The only actual reference to The Laurels in any National Census is in 1911 when the
occupants were the Andrews family as found in the Electoral Registers.

ANDREWS William Head M M 69 Farmer but unemployed Holme Hale
ANDREWS Phoebe Wife M 19 years F 50 - Clifton

ANDREWS Cambridge Son M 17 Clerk Messt Snelling Suet Refiners Sydenham, Kent
ANDREWS Frank Son M 15 Clerk To Mr Bollingbrook Solicitor Norwich Forest Hill, Kent
ANDREWS Norman Son M 12 School boy Wimbledon, Surrey

1911 Census

The family were probably living at 23 Cromwell Road, Wimbledon, Kingston, Surrey in 1901.

William ANDREWS Head Married  Male 55 1846 Traveller For Forage Holme Hale, Norfolk, England

Bee ANDREWS Wife Married  Female 40 1861 - Newport, Glamorganshire, Wales
Cambridge ANDREWS Son Single Male 7 1894 - Sydenham, Kent, England

Frank ANDREWS Son Single Male 5 1896 - Forest Hill, Surrey, England

Norman ANDREWS Son Single Male 2 1899 - Wimbledon, Surrey, England

Maria DODD M-In-L Widow Female 84 1817 - Newcastle on Tyne, Northumberland

1901 Census

The variety of places of birth of family members probably means they moved around quite
a lot.

5. The 1939 Registration

The 1939 Registration has an entry for the Laurels. It shows the Gowing family in residence:

- ,
B 6 o en W - y ]R& ' -
1939 Registration
Gowing William S M  b.26Apr1896 M  haulage contractor Observer Corps
Gowing Hilda A F b. 6 Apr 1902 M unpaid domestic duties Womans Voluntary Service

Gowing MichaelWJ M  b.30Jun1930 S at school
Officially closed record
Pidgeon Walter H M b.21May1893 S lorry mate

William Squire Gowing married Hilda Alice Perfitt in Great Moulton Parish Church on 10™"
November, 1925 following Banns; both were single, their fathers were farmers and at the
time living in Great Moulton. Both William and Hilda had wartime roles shown on the
Registration.

The officially closed record is most likely to have been Christopher John Gowing, supported
by local knowledge and the information from section 2.
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The Walter Pidgeon living with the Gowings was possibly working for William. His Occ. as
lorry mate would complement William’s of haulage contractor and he also had other family
involved in the haulage/carting business.

The Gowings were quite a well-known local family and are referred to in sections 8 and 9.

6. The Andrews Family

The sons Cambridge, Frank and Norman all fought in the Great War and are on the Roll of
Honour in Tharston St. Mary’s Church — summaries from the Roll of Honour website are:

ANDREWS Cambridge

Private 20036, 1/4th Battalion, Norfolk Regiment. Formerly 2472, 1/4th
Battalion, Norfolk Regiment. Brother of Norman and Frank (below). In the 1901
census he was aged 7, the son of William and Bee (Phoebe) Andrews, born
Sydenham, Kent, resident 23 Cromwell Road, Wimbledon, Surrey. In the 1911
census he was aged 17, son of William and Phoebe Andrews, clerk for Messrs
Snelling Suet Refiners, born Sydenham, Kent, resident The Laurels, Tharston,
Norfolk.

ANDREWS Frank

Brother of Cambridge (above) and Norman (below). In the 1901 census he was
aged 5, the son of William and Bee (Phoebe) Andrews born Forest Hill, Surrey,
resident 23 Cromwell Road, Wimbledon, Surrey. In the 1911 census he was
aged 15, son of William and Phoebe Andrews, clerk tom Mr Bollingbrook
(Solicitor, Norwich), born Forest Hill, Kent, resident The Laurels, Tharston,
Norfolk.

ANDREWS Norman

Brother of Cambridge and Frank (above). In the 1901 census he was aged 2,
the son of William and Bee (Phoebe) Andrews born Wimbledon, Surrey, resident
23 Cromwell Road, Wimbledon, Surrey. In the 1911 census he was aged 12,
son of William and Phoebe Andrews, schoolboy, born Wimbledon, Surrey,
resident The Laurels, Tharston, Norfolk.

All three boys are commemorated on the Roll of Honour in Tharston St. Marys Church:
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Cambridge also took shorthand and was successful in his exams!

“SHORTHAND. — The following pupils of Holmes’ Shorthand School, St. Giles
Chambers, Norwich, have just been successful in gaining Messrs. Pitmans’
certificates: Theory, Mr. H. Nelson, Tunstead, near Norwich. Elementary, Master
Cambridge Andrews, Tharston, near Norwich.”

Eastern Evening News 06 August 1908

7. A Recommendation

The Andrews’ (of The Laurels, Tharston) recommendation of Cuticura soap appeared
nationally in newspapers, from Scotland (17 December 1907 - Dundee Courier) to the South
Coast (20 March 1909 - Hastings and St Leonards Observer - Hastings, Sussex). Quite an
advertising spread!
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USED CUTICURA REMEDIES
WITH PERFECT SUCCESS

“I have used Cuticura Boap
Caticura Olntment with most o::
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#m0 an ty. Mrs. Phoebe An-
drews, Laurels, Tharston,
Siratton, Norfolk, Oct, 9, 1906, and Jan.
15, 1907."

Send (o nearest depot for free Cuti-
cura Book on Treatment of Skin Diseases.

s
16 June 1908 - Yorkshire Evening Post - Leeds, Yorkshire

8. The Burgess Family

The two clippings below places Burgess as the family living at The Laurels around the turn of
the century and who can be seen on the 1901 Census for Tharston.
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DEATHS.

AGGLETON.—On the 3rd inst., at Elm House, ent Road
Lowestoft, Miss Jane Aggleton, late of l:.‘en‘ollowood:
N.W,, aged 72 years.

ALLATSON.—On December 27th, Henry William Allatson,
formerly watchmaker, Guildball = Street, Thetford.
{lt:mg&dl at Nuobhead Cemetery, Thursday, Janoary

M uiiow o the Iade WHiacs Dok whasiamas, Toibells
ow of the ck, w 3
of Skeyton, aged 28 years, B
BURGESS.—On the alt., at The Laurels, Thamston,
after a long affliction, Emily, the beloved wife of Thomas
2: eva:. late of the Chorch Parm, Shotesham St. Mary,
years.
()1:;.!)::«;3‘1‘.—01:l 0:1’: qth i:ln:t. at Oulton House, Toruay,
ane Fowler ecoll, Iate of Oulton Bread Cottage,
c:ur bov(:wf'l;.. fl;:.l” 7lst ye:;:'.u ¥
LEBY.—On 1 nst., at 3, Upper Kiog Stres!, Nor.
wich, Zillah Maud, the eldest and dearly beloved
day, hltior of Fredenick William and Emma Annie Colby,
ag years.
DeLF.—On the 8th inst., at 53, King Street, Great Yar-

Norwich Mercury 11 January 1902

wmouth, Emily Elizabeth, wife of the late Daniel Delf,
| Toncroft and sldest danohtor af the lete Hamee Dickhoae |

DEATHS. >
ARDA 4, at OGarden House Thorps
EM. lor-lcl.who’:c. the deariy beloved hue.
L. ;I.c( Mary Ann Abbott aged late guard,
ABRBOTT--Jasusa 10, at Gard House, Thorpe
w"mc{,larf Azn‘ v?‘ov of the lats
Abbott (surviving him riz days).
Ll.l‘ll—dnu 5, at 2 Heathaide Road. Norwich,
Willlam Josiah Alien, in his S7th year.

l#ﬂ ry & at Aﬂm very sud.
n"h-@ﬁ &3’3&11. uu"r?.' R -

BAYMLD-‘J-Q.?ICW 6 3 :‘:‘O‘t&t '?ur‘nt.
.f'hh. Aun
IE(?:" lcrﬁ.t:’. need .t‘~ o .lmn. rmu::)
~December 24, at slen’s, Bishooga
ltmtiwulhn Beck, late of G ltm‘t..

BISHOP—January 5. st 76. Edinburgh Road. ¥
:m, Elisa the hlov}wuo of '3:--- lbIg:
85 years.

BOWMAN-Jandary 9, at lmum Benjamig
iobvn Be formerly of
.nm'f':ﬁ 6. e

BURTON-At Anondhu, Bast Runton, Willl
urton, aged 85 years. =

B om—% New Years Day, at The Laur
reton, omas ’l’or many ”:l:
farmer and agent on the Shetesham Estate, ig
Year.

his TTth
CLARKE J Earsh 8t
e G el i T S, Bunen,

COYTE—Janaary 6. at_the Upper Close. Norwich,

Norfolk News 12 January 1907

BURGESS
BURGESS
BURGESS
BURGESS

Thomas
Elsie E
Clara E
Daniel |

Head M M 72 Pensioner ofthe RAB
Wife M F 74 -

Daughter U F 42  Nurse (sick)

Son U M 37 -

Pulham

Pewsey, Wiltshire
Shotesham
Shotesham

1901 Census
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The address shown on the Census was just The Street, but that was close by The Laurels —if
we accept that the newspaper reports are correct then the 1901 Census above most
probably relates to The Laurels.

9. A Naughty Boy

Diss Express 14 January 1938 details court proceedings following William Squire Gowing of
The Laurels as a contractor illegally moving pigs out of an infected area during a foot and
mouth outbreak. Later articles gave a verdict of guilty.

Movement of Pigs

Charles John Ohsten, a farmer, of North Green Farm, Pulham St. Mary the Virgin, was
accused of causing three boar pigs to be moved out of an infected foot and mouth
restricted area on November 23" at Pulham St. Mary and William Squire Gowing, The
Laurels, Tharston, a contractor, was accused of moving animals out of an infected area on
November 23™ at Pulham St. Mary.

Ohsten was fined £3 and costs and Gowing was fined £1 and costs.
Transcript from The Yarmouth Independent, 15 January 1938

10. Pine Panelling

Inside the Laurels there’s a section of panelling that separates the smaller sitting-room from
the kitchen at the back of the house, shown above, and the McGuires understood from

7
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Christopher Gowing that it had originally come from Tharston Hall. But did it come from
Shotesham Hall?

The wood panelling is made of pine. It therefore must have been installed some time
before the 1980’s extension was built at the back of the house. The panelling was covered
in several layers of paint which was stripped off in 2008.

11. The Photo Card

Soon after arriving at the Laurels the new occupants, the McGuires, found a photo card of
an elderly gentleman. They cannot recall where the photo was actually found. It had to be
somewhere fairly obvious as they could not remember it being found ‘hidden’” anywhere
like under floorboards or in the attic. Having said that, on the day they moved into The
Laurels, in August 2004, Christopher Gowing was still in the process of packing, along with
the help of neighbours and friends. For several weeks afterwards the McGuire family boxed
up the remainder of his things. If the photograph had been somewhere obvious then it
would have been packed with Christopher’s belongings.

Careful examination of the photo card gives the name of the subject as R. Fellows. The
photo was taken in Norwich by a well-known and respected photographer John Sawyer. In




The Laurels — the story of a house

the day, having your photo taken would have cost about £2 — so probably only for the well
off. The same chair is seen in other portraits. Sawyer died in 1888 so photo was taken
before then; the company then became Coe when taken over by the then company
manager — it’s still there and is known as Barrett & Coe.

The image is fascinating and, by the process of elimination of possibilities, research led to it
likely being Robert from the Fellowes family living at Shotesham Hall.

The mystery was then to find a connection between the Laurels and Robert Fellowes, if
there was one. He had several daughters so one might have married a resident of the
Laurels or ........

12. A Document Bundle

In 2004 the McGuires were given an envelope containing several documents relating to the
Laurels. They were:

¢ Anindenture dated 28 Nov 1879: George Bailey sold The Laurels to William Butcher
for £580.

e Abstract of Will dated 21 May 1884: William Butcher died and left The Laurels to his
wife Jane Butcher.

e Conveyance of Freehold dated 10 June 1925: Thomas Everitt Neal sold The Laurels
to Lee Bussey Esq and Alaan (?) Owen Bussey Esq of Tharston Hall for, possibly,
£650.

e Document dated 17 Dec 1925: mortgage for £1925 between the bank and Margery
Louisa Bussey.

e Conveyance dated 12 Nov 1932: Lloyds Bank Ltd to W S Gowing Esq Freehold
hereditaments known as The Laurels, Tharston.

e Document: William Squire Gowing died 30 April 1953.

e Assent dated 26 Jan 1954 vesting The Laurels: William Squire Gowing deceased to
Mrs Hilda Alice Gowing.

e Conveyance dated 16 Aug 1984: Mrs H A Gowing to Messrs CJ and M W J Gowing
sale of The Laurels for £25,000.

e Document: Hilda Alice Gowing died 07 Jan 1985.

e Documents: Christopher Gowing’s brother Michael William James Gowing died 26
April 1989 intestate and his share of The Laurels went to Christopher Gowing on 29
March 1996.
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The 1925 conveyance is really interesting as it gave a definite connection between The
Laurels and Tharston Hall. It’s not entirely clear where Thomas Everitt Neal fits into events
but it’s a fairly old document and the details are not easily read.

There’s nothing in any of the documents that relate to the Andrews family, even though
they are mentioned in the 1911 Census and also nothing about Thomas and Emily Burgess
living there - could paperwork be missing from 1884 to 1925 between Jane Butcher
inheriting from her husband, and Margery Louisa Bussey’s mortgage. Also, The Laurels’
land was larger in that period as it is thought a smaller chunk was sold off for building
development; possibly the Gowing family still owns the meadow on the corner of The Street
and Greenways Lane. It may be that Thomas and Emily Burgess lived in a smaller property
within the curtilage of The Laurels.

13. The Shotesham Connection

Perhaps a connection has been staring us in the face for some time! We already had a
possible connection between The Laurels and Shotesham Hall. If you look at the two deaths
given in the newspaper clippings above, we find a Thomas Burgess who was ‘for many years
a farmer and agent on the Shotesham Estate’, and his wife Emily who was ‘late of the
Church Farm, Shotesham St. Mary’. Perhaps Thomas and Elsie E (Elsie Emily) only lived a
short time at the Laurels, or in a dwelling associated with it, as there is the 1901 Census
reference to them living in The Street so definitely in Tharston.

An online a family tree for Robert Fellowes was found. In that file it mentions a Thomas
Burgess. The details are really somewhat confusing, but they are in the same tree —so
there may have been a family connection!

14. Comments for further research:

e Perhaps the panelling in The Laurels came from the Shotesham Estate/Hall as
Thomas Burgess would have had some access there, or the sale of The Laurels
to the Busseys of Tharston Hall would give a possibility of using materials from
The Hall in The Laurels;

e The date the panelling was installed would help with the above;

e What was the actual connection between Thomas Burgess and the Fellows’
family; and

e Use electoral registers to find possible owners of The Laurels.

The story continues .....
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15. Appendix 1: Further photographs
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16. Appendix 2:

Year

1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1921
1922
1922
1922
1922
1923
1923

Season

Aut.
Aut.
Aut.
Aut.
Aut.
Spr.
Spr.
Spr.
Spr.
Spr.
Spr.
Spr.
Spr.
Spr.
Aut.
Aut.
Spr.
Spr.
Aut.
Aut.
Spr.
Spr.

Polling District

Mulbarton
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh

Tasburgh
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary
Stratton St. Mary

Electoral Register entries - 1897 to 1931

Dist.

o

X XX g g s ¢8¢<

PERERERERERERERERREYEYEYEYEEYY DY

Parish

Flordon
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston

Tharston

Entry

180
485
500
499
496
520
526
540
544
552
559
567
570
580
592
612
586
602
218
219
331
332
333
219
220
304
305
306
206
207
208
209
210
714
715
716
717
836
837
835
836
841
842
827
828

Type
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
Occ.
HO
R
NM
NM
NM
HO

HO

HO

HO

HO

Qual.

Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.
Dwell.

Dwell.

HO
0]

HO

HO

HO

HO

HO

Full name

BURGESS Thomas
BURGESS Thomas
BURGESS Thomas
BURGESS Thomas
BURGESS Thomas
BURGESS Thomas
BURGESS Thomas
BURGESS Thomas
BURGESS Thomas
BURGESS Thomas
BURGESS Thomas
ANDREWS William
ANDREWS William
ANDREWS William
ANDREWS William
ANDREWS William
ANDREWS William
ANDREWS William
ANDREWS Phoebe
ANDREWS William
ANDREWS Cambridge John
ANDREWS Frank William B
ANDREWS Norman Charles
ANDREWS Phoebe
ANDREWS William
ANDREWS Cambridge John
ANDREWS Frank William B
ANDREWS Norman Charles
ANDREWS Phoebe
ANDREWS William
ANDREWS Cambridge John
ANDREWS Frank William B
ANDREWS Norman Charles
ANDREWS Phoebe
ANDREWS William
ANDREWS Cambridge John
ANDREWS Norman Charles
NEAL Annie Elizabeth
NEAL Thomas Everett
NEAL Annie Elizabeth
NEAL Thomas Everett
NEAL Annie Elizabeth
NEAL Thomas Everett
NEAL Annie Elizabeth
NEAL Thomas Everett

Property

Rose Cottage
Flordon and The Street
The Street
The Street
The Street
The Street
The Street
The Street
The Street
The Street
The Street
The Laurels
The Laurels
The Laurels
The Laurels
The Laurels
The Laurels
The Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels

Laurels
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1923
1923
1924
1924
1924
1924
1925
1925
1925
1925
1926
1926
1927
1928
1929
1929
1930
1930
1931
1931
1931

Key

Rw

HO
NM
Dw

Aut.
Aut.
Spr.
Spr.
Aut.
Aut.
Spr.
Spr.
Aut.
Aut.
Spr.
Aut.

Stratton St

Stratton St

Stratton St

Stratton St

Stratton St.

Stratton St

Stratton St.
Stratton St.
Stratton St.
Stratton St.

Stratton St

Stratton St

Residence qualification

Stratton St.
Stratton St.
Stratton St.
Stratton St.

Stratton St.

Stratton St.

Stratton St.

Mary
Mary
Mary
Mary

. Mary

Mary

. Mary
Stratton St.

Mary
Mary

. Mary

Mary

. Mary

Mary

. Mary

Mary
Mary
Mary
Mary

. Mary
Stratton St.

Mary

. Mary

Zu
Zu
Zu
Zu
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp
Bp

Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston
Tharston

Tharston

Residence qualification (woman)

Occupation qualification

Qualification through husband

Naval or military voter
Qualification through husband’s occupation

845
846
844
845
661
662
651
652
650
651
615
618
621
612
730
731
741
742
741
742
742

HO
R
HO
R
HO
R
HO

HO
0]
HO
0]
HO
0]
HO
0]
HO

O O O O OO

Dw

Dw

Dw

NEAL Annie Elizabeth
NEAL Thomas Everett
NEAL Annie Elizabeth
NEAL Thomas Everett
NEAL Annie Elizabeth
NEAL Thomas Everett
NEAL Annie Elizabeth
NEAL Thomas Everett
NEAL Annie Elizabeth
NEAL Thomas Everett
GOWING William Squire
GOWING William Squire
GOWING William Squire
GOWING William Squire
GOWING William Squire
GOWING Hilda Alice
GOWING William Squire
GOWING Hilda Alice
GOWING William Squire
GOWING Hilda Alice
WRIGHT Emily Bunn

Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
The Laurels
The Laurels
The Laurels
The Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels
Laurels

Laurels

Dwell. Dwelling house property

Occ. Occupation Voter
Aut. Autumn
Spr. Spring
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